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Stripers Forever 2007 Annual Fishing Survey Results
In 2007 we compiled 621 surveys compared to 445 in 2006.   We had double digit returns from most states from NC to ME, with more than 150 each from MA and NJ.  We believe that this year’s survey has again produced a good representative sample of sentiments from fishers all along the striper’s migratory range.  We will be sending this information to the press and to fishery policy makers everywhere.  We hope that you will use it personally and that you share it with your local club or fishing organization to advocate for the goal of coast-wide striped bass game fish.  
The complete Excel spreadsheet of Survey Totals is posted to this same web page.  Another document entitled Key Comparisons can be found there also along with the actual survey that was sent out.  
Here is a summary of the answers by question #.

2, 3.  About 70% of respondents fish predominately from boats, and about 30% mostly from shore.   76% have more than 10 years of experience fishing for striped bass.

4.  In 2007 43% of the anglers indicated that the quality of fishing for stripers was worse or much worse – the same as 2005 and 2006.  Only 34% felt that it was improved while the remainder thought it was pretty much unchanged. Those who saw the fishery as improving was down slightly from 2006 (36%).  It should be noted that the meaning of “quality” is quite subjective.  Some anglers said that the “quality of stripers fishing had improved greatly” but then said that they were catching fewer and/or smaller fish.  Clearly, “quality of fishing” means a lot more to some fishers than either the quantity or size of the fish being caught.
5.  As to the size of the stripers being caught, the majority (57%) reported the average size of the stripers they caught was declining, compared to 22% who felt it was increasing.  This is essentially unchanged from the 2006 and 2007 surveys.  We noted numerous comments to the effect that the size of stripers may be seen as running a bit smaller over the last five years, but that the size of today’s average fish is very much smaller than it was 10 years ago. 

6.  The greatest statistical change in 2007 concerned the number of fish caught per hour.   48% of respondents said they caught fewer or many fewer fish per hour in 2007.  This is the third straight year that this number has increased.  Not surprisingly, the percentage of fishermen who reported catching more fish dropped to a new low of 17%.   Stated a little differently, nearly three times as many anglers felt that their hourly catch was dropping as thought it was rising.  

7.  For the fifth consecutive year, the number of members whose interest in guided trips has remained in the 58-60% range, a tribute to the allure of stripers as a game fish.
8, 9, 10.  75% of responding anglers felt that a small fish should be allowed for food. Of those, 62% felt that it should be offered instead of a larger fish.  Many anglers commented that we must stop the killing of so many large stripers and/or that shifting some of the personal harvest to smaller fish made sense.   Many respondents commented that they felt no bass of any size should be taken until the population had recovered to better levels.
11, 12.  Support for a slot limit to take the pressure off large breeders was at 74%, the same as the 2005 and 2006 annual surveys.  Votes were very evenly split on what the slot size should be, with 20”-26” garnering slightly more votes than 22”-28”.  Members in every state widely favored a slot limit in our survey.  Many respondents cited the success of Texas and Florida, which employ both slot limits and game fish status to manage red drum and snook.
13.  The mission of Stripers Forever – to achieve game fish status for striped bass -- is frequently challenged by those who claim that our real goal is to take for recreational anglers all the fish presently caught by the commercial fishery, the “quota grab” accusation. The results from every one of our five annual member surveys show just how erroneous that interpretation is.  A record high 87% of those surveyed want at least 50% of the commercial catch reserved for conservation, and not assigned to increased recreational bag limits.  In 2007, 34% want to set aside the entire commercial quota for conservation.   That is up from 33% in 2006 and 28% in 2005.
14, 15.  The popularity of using a stamp to buy out the commercial fishery remained at a high 74% of respondents.  
Guides Section 

In 2007 we received surveys from a record 56 guides.  The number of guides who felt that their business was improving was almost identical to those who thought it was declining.  Considering the increasingly negative perception of angling quality, it is good news that the guides are still doing well.  A thriving guiding business is important evidence of both the social and economic value of recreational fishing for striped bass.  
Other Comments

We received a variety of comments that can be read on the second tab of the Survey Totals Excel spreadsheet. Comments that were seen repeatedly included: put an end to the commercial fishery, use more “fish-friendly” tackle like circle hooks; and adopt management measures to take the pressure off larger striped bass.  
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