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6/17/2007 

Louis Daniel Ph.D.

NC DMF
3441 Arendell Street
PO BOX 769
Morehead City, NC 28557-0769

Dear Dr. Daniel:

Stripers Forever, on behalf of our 10,000 plus members, many of whom live or fish in North Carolina, would like to register the following comments regarding the upcoming public hearings on proposed rules pertaining to the NC ocean striped bass fishery.
If the purpose of the proposed gear permitting is to bring order and accountability to the overall commercial striped bass fishery, we are very much in favor. Any measure that keeps the commercial harvest within the prescribed quota should be taken. And since the health of the resource is far more important than guaranteeing users of any particular type of gear their piece of the pie, perhaps you should simply consider eliminating those gear types that cause the most by-catch.
We adamantly oppose the use of gill nets as beach seines. Traditional beach seines do allow some live culling of undersized fish from the catch.  But by their very nature, gill nets are deadly efficient and releasing non-targeted fish alive and undamaged is often impossible.

Stripers Forever believes that North Carolina should join the many other states that have already ended commercial fishing for striped bass altogether.  As reflected in the Southwick Study, the U.S. economy, and doubtless the North Carolina economy, would be far better off in terms of both jobs and economic activity by allowing only the personal use harvest of stripers.  Reserving a significant portion of the current commercial quota for conservation would create an even more robust and valuable recreational fishery.  

You will find below a table from the Southwick Study that shows the relative contributions of both the recreational and commercial fisheries.  These numbers are especially telling when viewed on a per pound basis.  It is evident that in terms of either economic impacts or jobs, society is better served by allowing only recreational fishing for this particular species.  

Table E-1:  Impacts of Recreationally Harvested Striped Bass Compared to Commercially Harvested Striped Bass.

	
	
	
	
	Recreational Impacts Are:

	
	
	Commercial 
	Recreational 
	

	Total:
	
	
	
	

	Pounds Harvested
	
	7,085,427
	22,952,673
	3.2 times greater

	Retail Sales
	
	$43,115,704 
	$2,412,284,999 
	         55.9 times greater

	(angler expenditures; seafood retail and restaurants)
	
	
	
	

	Total Multiplier Effect (output, or ripple effect)
	
	$250,079,578 
	$6,625,411,457 
	26.5 times greater

	Jobs
	
	5,023
	63,278
	12.6 times greater

	
	
	
	
	

	Per Pound:
	
	
	
	

	Retail Sales
	
	$6.09
	$105.10
	17.3 times greater

	(angler expenditures; seafood retail and restaurants)
	
	
	
	

	Total Multiplier Effect (output, or ripple effect)
	
	$35.29
	$288.66
	8.2 times greater

	Jobs
	
	0.0007
	0.0028
	3.9 times greater


The full Southwick Report can be accessed as a PDF file at this website address: http://www.stripersforever.org/Info/southwickstudy. If you contact us through the website, we will be pleased to forward you a printed copy.

We have received numerous e-mails from anglers who will no longer visit North Carolina as fishing tourists because of conflicts they’ve had with beach seine commercial fishermen.  This certainly does not help the many small businesses that could otherwise prosper from the economic activity generated by tourist anglers.  Also, North Carolina is home to a significant amount of striped bass aquaculture.  We’re told by the Striped Bass Aquaculture Association that farm-raised stripers could replace the entire current wild supply within a year or two at the most.  This would provide a far more reliable year-round source of fish protein, with an economic value per pound almost identical to the commercial fishing harvest.

Sincerely;

Brad Burns, President 

Stripers Forever 

www.StripersForever.org

P.O. Box 2781

South Portland, ME 04116
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