1.  Post from the Red Drum Tackle message board 
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	Tuesday fishing report by Dan 

A few stripers were reported today along with speckled trout and puppy drums. The bad news this evening was the commercial striper operation up by Ramp 44 that caught and killed over 300 big drums while catching just about a hundred stripers. The crew were not local commercial dory boat fishermen but a group from some other part of North Carolina trying to cash in on the striper harvest. Their operation did more harm to the red drum recovery by killing the northern drum stock from Va and Md.


2.  NOAA Press Release about illegal striped bass harvest in the EEZ

	NOAA FISHERIES SERVICE AND MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES SEIZE STRIPED BASS

	 

	States News Service

	 

	WASHINGTON 

	 

	The following information was released by the NOAA: 

On November 4, 2005, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) Office for Law Enforcement and the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Police seized 2,702 pounds of striped bass from the commercial fishing vessel (FV) Rita Diane in West Ocean City, MD. The vessel operator, George Topping, was allegedly fishing for striped bass within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Atlantic Ocean, an area 3 miles offshore. 

"Unlawful fishing activities can produce larger profits for violators, but in the end can cost the fisherman much more than they made" said Cpl. Sean Kille, Maryland Natural Resources Police. "With this operation we have addressed several concerns expressed by both the commercial and recreational fishermen about fishing unlawfully within the EEZ for striped bass." 

Federal Regulations make is unlawful to fish for, harvest, possess, or retain any striped bass from the EEZ. 

"We want to make sure that the playing field stays fair for all fisheries" stated Special Agent Steve Niemi, NOAA Fisheries Service Office for Law Enforcement - Northeast Division. "This case was made by Maryland Natural Resources Police personnel who used information gleaned from several sources to develop the investigation." 

Additional investigations related to the FV Rita Diane's fishing activity led to the seizure of proceeds from the catch caught on the preceding day as well, for similar violations. The vessel and George Topping allegedly fished within the EEZ on both days and landed over 5,200 pounds of striped bass. The total amount seized over the two day period was 7,990 pounds of striped bass. The fish is valued at approximately $15,800. 

To report illegal fishing activities contact the NOAA Fisheries Service's Enforcement Hot Line 800-853-1964. 

NOAA Fisheries Service is dedicated to protecting and preserving our nation's living marine resources and their habitats through scientific research, management and enforcement. NOAA Fisheries Service provides effective stewardship of these resources for the benefit of the nation, supporting coastal communities that depend upon them, and helping to provide safe and healthy seafood to consumers and recreational opportunities for the American public. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, an agency of the U.S. Commerce Department, is dedicated to enhancing economic security and national safety through the prediction and research of weather and climate-related events and providing environmental stewardship of our nation's coastal and marine resources. Through the emerging Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), NOAA is working with its federal partners and nearly 60 countries to develop a global monitoring network that is as integrated as the planet it observes. 

	 

	November 15, 2005

	 


      
3.  Post on Reel-Time New England about striper bycatch by draggers off Cape Cod.

	Quote:
Fished the BB buoy Friday (bite wasn't what it was yesterday, go figure) and what I saw made me fell helpless, angry and motivated all at the same time.

DEAD Stripers EVERYWHERE
I am not talking about a few dozen or even a few hundred either ................... THOUSANDS!

Whenever we moved to make another drift all we saw were white bellys and they were all Bass.
We gaffed a few to take home for dinner as they were going to waste anyway and still had red gills and FRESH Herring in their bellys.

Draggers were working an area a few miles East of the BB and discarding the Bass that came up in the nets while the fished for Herring.

This isn't a new thing, it happens every fall but this was the first time I have seen it this bad.

These were not smallish fish either, a lot in the 20+ lb class and all chock full of BIG Herring
They use the area between Georges Bank and Nantucket Shoals as a highway each fall and I think fisheries needs to close this area to draggers/trawlers for the month of October
By then the bulk of the Stripers has moved through,

I have no idea of the pounds of fish but the Mass Striper quota is around a million pounds, I would say in a week or two they could reach that number but those Bass all rot and go to waste.

I will try and draft up some type of letter to submit to fisheries but if you have read many of my posts you may know letter writing isn't my strong suit
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	Even if no direct action is taken, I think that it is important that this sort of event gets as much publicity as possible. Not many folks are aware of what is going on out there. Sux in the worst way. [image: image3.png]
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	I was there Friday and we saw the same thing, the culprit was the big green western rig dragger that worked the north west end of the fleet and sometimes coming down into the fleet. It was a sad thing to see but going to happen [image: image6.png]


and can only be changed by NMFS so, sit a minute and write a small letter and send it in to them, tell them what you saw! We gaffed some of these nice fish and cooked one up and brought some home! I know the laws and I will be damned if I will let these fish just rot and become seagull food! There was also some awesome hook bait in there bellies so next time you see this grab a couple for the freezer and check there bellies for fresh hook bait. [image: image7.png]





