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Striped bass fishing has slowed down for anglers casting from shore these days. Summer heat has driven bass into deeper, cooler water. There are plenty of people dragging wire line rigs off the beach in front of Sankaty Light. This method of taking fish is quite effective, though the International Game Fish Association and the Nantucket Anglers’ Club don’t acknowledge it as a sporting type of fishing. World (IGFA) and NAC records aren’t legal using wire lines.


I’m not a big fan of the wire line club, because the fisherman doesn’t really do much to fool the quarry. A man or woman may be more adept at jigging the rod, and they do have to be somewhat skillful reeling in the fish with wire line. But the operator of the boat is the true fisherman who finds and fools the fish. To catch fish on wire, the captain must position the boat correctly or you are fishing dead water. A proficient captain will produce fish even if those holding the rods are first timers. 


It would be a lie if I said I hadn’t used wire line. I have tried it on twenty or so occasions. Wire lining is fun to use one or twice a season. That’s my take on the practice. The reason I’m talking about this is the sheer numbers of stripers that recreational and commercial fishermen are snatching from the waters off of Sankaty. There are other spots bass are being taken, but this is the most obvious place around Nantucket.


Here are some things you may not be aware of: it is estimated that if the commercial striped bass harvest were replaced by aquaculture it would boost the Massachusetts economy by $334 million dollars and support 2,781 new jobs. Bass caught recreationally in the Commonwealth generate about $237 dollars per pound while commercially harvested fish are worth less than $25 dollars per pound.


In 2002, fifty percent of the Massachusetts commercial catch was taken by less than 150 permit holders. It is estimated that there are nearly 550,000 recreational anglers who fish our state waters and spend close to $650 million dollars on tackle, boats, charters, travel, and food. 


Which fishery delivers the most bass for the buck? Very few commercial fishermen make much of a living fishing for stripers, since the season lasts no more than a month or two. Those that do could make more money guiding or chartering recreational fishermen in the same amount of time. Taking people out for pay would mean a longer season for the captains. 


Most of what I’ve written here has dealt with money, but there’s more to this noble fish than greenbacks. We almost wiped striped bass out a few years back, and I believe it could happen again. A bass is too valuable to merely be lifted over the gunwale and tossed into the fish box. 


I’d be happy if I never kept another striped bass for dinner (they aren’t that tasty) if the commercial harvest were brought to a halt. As it is, I haven’t kept a bass to eat these last few years. I’d sooner grill a bluefish, bake fluke and sea bass, or sashimi a bonito. There are numerous alternatives to filleting a bass for dinner.

Catching a striped bass and releasing them will make you feel good, and with any luck they’ll be back bigger than ever the next time you tangle with them.

Unfortunately this news flash came in too late to run last week. The 2005 Scupp Cup was held over the past weekend. Two residents of New York City proved they had expertise at scupping that transcends the confines of urban life. They placed first. 

Rosa Parks (not the civil rights icon) and Geon Chung caught 12 scup in an hour to take the Cup. Jake Allegrini, who usually guides airplanes onto the runway, didn’t fare as well at bringing porgies across the transom. He managed 3 scup in the one-hour tourney. A good time was had by all.      

