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March 31, 2005

Governor Mitt Romney

Office of the Governor

Room 360

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Governor Romney,

The Board of Directors of Stripers Forever, a national organization which advocates game fish status for wild striped bass, and many of the 548,000-plus resident anglers who fish for stripers in The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, object strongly to the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) plan for striped bass detailed in  Fishery Policy 1- Management of the Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass Fishery.

Instead of working to maximize the socio-economic value of the recreational striped bass fishery in Massachusetts, the DMF’s focus is on making commercially harvested stripers even more expensive for consumers. This concept not only smacks of anti-trust violation; it is also a very poor example of public policy. 

An in-depth economic study by Southwick Associates, soon to be released by Stripers Forever, makes a number of important points that we do not believe the DMF has seriously considered in its proposed striped bass plan. Among them:

· The recreational fishery has a far greater economic value than the seasonal 

commercial harvest, whether measured in total worth, on a per-pound basis, or in jobs.

· The high minimum-size regulations imposed on anglers in order to reserve a quota  for the commercial harvesters are nothing less than discriminatory.             

· Aquaculture can easily produce enough striped bass to replace the entire wild catch in Massachusetts waters – at comparable or lower prices to the consumer.

The economic benefits that would accrue to the Commonwealth by simply ending the commercial striped bass fishery and managing the resource for recreational/ personal use angling would far exceed any revenue gains in the proposed DMF plan. A detailed, point-by-point rebuttal of the DMF plan is attached. 

We ask that you challenge DMF to develop a new striped bass policy that would rightfully benefit 99 percent of the users of this common property resource in Massachusetts.

Sincerely;
Fred Jennings Ph.D.

Massachusetts State Chairman 

Sincerely;

Dean Clark 

Massachusetts State Vice Chairman 

Cc Ellen Roy Herzfelder, David M. Peters, Paul J. Diodati

www.StripersForever.org

P.O. Box 2781

South Portland, ME 04116
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