[image: image1.wmf] 



Stripers Forever 2009 Annual Fishing Survey Results 
In 2009 we utilized Survey Monkey software, and its superior approach helped us gather 906 surveys, by far the greatest number since we began in 2003.   We had double digit returns from most states from NC to ME, with over 100 each from MA, NJ, ME and for the first time RI.  We believe that this year’s survey has again produced a good representative sampling of sentiments from fishers all along the striper’s migratory range.   We will send this information to the press and to fishery policy makers everywhere.  We hope that you will use it personally, and that you will share it with your local club or fishing organization to advocate for the goal of coast-wide striped bass game fish.  

The complete Excel spreadsheet of Survey Totals is also attached to this same web page.  Another document entitled Key Comparisons can be found there also along with the actual survey. 

Here is a summary of the answers by question #.

2, 3.  About 58% of respondents fish predominately from a boat and about 34% mostly from shore.   We had some difficulty quantifying the years of experience question which we will fix next year, but it appears that our survey is still predominately made up of experienced fishers.
4.  A record 69% of the anglers in 2009 indicated that the quality of fishing for stripers was worse or much worse – up from 59% in 2008.  Only 15% felt that it was improved, compared to 21% in 2008. It should be noted that the meaning of “quality” is quite subjective.  

5.  As to the size of the stripers being caught, 51% reported the average size of the stripers they caught was smaller, compared to 28% seeing an increase.  
6.  Last year the percentage of anglers reporting catching fewer fish per hour jumped to an alarming 66%.  In 2009 this number grew to 72%.  Only 7% of anglers reported they caught more fish.  Fishermen in every state along the coast report a decline in the number of fish caught. 

7.  Members who said that they were equally or more inclined to take guided trips dropped further to 44% from last year’s previous low of 51%.  This should be another reason for fishery managers to take this situation very seriously. 

8, 9, 10.  72% of responding anglers felt that a small fish should be allowed for food. Of those, 67% felt that it should be offered instead of a larger fish.  These responses were virtually the same as in 2008.  
11, 12.  Support for a slot limit to take the pressure off large breeders remained about the same at 75%.   Members in every state widely favored a slot limit in our survey.  Interestingly, the slot limit was most popular in Maine, the only coastal state that allows anglers to keep a small striper, instead of forcing fishermen to kill a breeding age female if they want to keep a fish to eat.
13.  The mission of Stripers Forever – to achieve game fish status for striped bass -- is frequently challenged by those who claim that our real goal is to give all the fish presently caught by the commercial fishery to the recreational sector; the “quota grab” accusation. The results from every one of our seven annual member surveys show just how wrong that interpretation is.  83% of those surveyed want at least half of the commercial catch reserved for conservation and not assigned to increased recreational bag limits.  
14, 15.  The use of a stamp to buy out the commercial fishery was favored by 69% of respondents, down slightly from 2008.  This may be due to the upcoming requirement for either a state or federal salt water license beginning in 2010.  

Guides Section 

This year we received surveys from a record 82 guides.  Unfortunately 69% of them report that their businesses have been adversely affected by the smaller number of striped bass generally available.  Fishery managers, are you listening?  These are good sustainable jobs that can be maintained through the ups and downs of the population cycle with catch and release fishing.  

Other Comments

We received a variety of comments that can be read on the second tab of the Survey Totals Excel spreadsheet. Comments made repeatedly included: put an end to the commercial fishery, use more “fish-friendly” tackle like circle hooks; and adopt management measures to take the pressure off larger striped bass.  
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