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1/27/2009

State Representative Richard Roy

43 Howe Street
Milford, CT 06460

Dear Representative Roy:

This letter is inform you that Stripers Forever’s approximately 1,200 members in Connecticut and 14,000 members country-wide strongly oppose the concept of commercializing striped bass fishing in CT.  
· Striped bass are already under too much pressure.  Fishing quality is already substantially worse than it was 5 or especially 10 years ago.  The fact that are fewer striped bass available for fishermen is reducing fishing participation and harming the guiding and tackle industry. 

· Commercial fishing has been shown to create an illegal market in addition to the legal one that puts far more pressure on the resource than planned.  

· CT has no commercial quota for striped bass and any such quota would have to therefore come by reducing the current recreational season and/or bag limits which are already very restrictive by historical standards.   
· In 2003 CT had 473,000 marine anglers, 212,000 of whom primarily targeted striped bass.  This legislation would be unfair to them since it would give a very few people a disproportionate share of a scarce public resource.

· A professionally produced socio-economic study by Southwick Associates has shown that recreational use of this resource is many times more valuable than commercial sale in terms of economic activity, taxes generated, and jobs created.   

· Striped bass are known to contain high levels of mercury and in some cases PCBs.  The State of Connecticut publishes a special health warning against regularly consuming striped bass from Long Island Sound because of PCB pollution.  These fish should not be sold commercially. 

· The University of Connecticut has determined that the lobster problem is due to water temperature issues and not predation by striped bass.  Before warming temperatures in the late 1990s record numbers of both lobsters and striped bass coexisted.   
· Since 1980 Maine, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and New Jersey have made striped bass a game fish protected from the pressures of commercial fishing.  Legislation is now pending in MA to accomplish the same thing in that state because of the points made here.  CT should not overturn years of positive precedent in the conservation of striped bass.  
Stripers Forever will be happy to produce detailed support for any of the statements that we have made here.  We strongly request that you withdraw this legislation and ask that the companion bills that would allow spear fishing and gaffing also be removed.  Striped bass have no real teeth and do not need to be gaffed, plus neither gaffing nor spear fishing allow for the measurement of this fish that is heavily managed by minimum size regulation.  
Sincerely;

Bradford E. Burns President Stripers Forever
www.StripersForever.org

P.O. Box 2781

South Portland, ME 04116
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