Silent Auction for the benefit of Stripers Forever

Game Fish Initiatives 
Hooded Merganser Decoy by Victor Oliver
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The Decoy 
The Hooded Merganser is what is called “flat iron” decoy.  It was modeled after a decorative bird shown in a past L.L Bean catalog.  However, this decoy has a distinct curved head feather pattern, a detailed bill, carved body features and tail feathers.

The bird is constructed from Eastern basswood with a two-piece body and separate head.  It was painted with acrylic with multiple color washes and hundreds individual brush strokes to add depth to the finished decoy.  The bottom of the decoy has been left natural to show the wood construction

As with all the decoys and shore birds crafted by Decoys Ltd., a final color wash of burnt ember covers the entire bird to give a feeling of an antique decoy.
The Artist, Victor Oliver
Victor Oliver is an outdoors writer, photographer, decoy carver and avid saltwater fly fisherman.  He began fly-fishing for stripers back in 1965 with a white Shakespeare “Wonder Rod” fiberglass rod.  About this same time he began carving gunning decoys under the tutelage of Capt. Gerald Smith of Marblehead, Massachusetts.  

In the past, Victor’s decoys have won awards at the US National Decoy Show, the Mississippi Valley Wildlife Show and the Canadian National Decoy Show.  Currently, he is the President of the Spruce Creek Carvers where he teaches both decoy carving and painting.

Victor had a column in the Fishing the Florida Keys quarterly magazine for the past six years.  His articles specialize in fly tying and do-it-yourself boat and equipment projects.   His photographs and articles have appeared in the Nikon magazine, AMC Outdoors, The Fisherman, On the Water and the Atlantic Coast Kayaker magazines as well.

Continued, page 2.
He has taught saltwater fly tying on Cape Cod at the community school level and in local shops.  Victor’s love of the sport and respect for the striper has bought him many hours of enjoyment, fishing the back water creeks and beaches of Cape Cod and the Florida Keys.
1/16/09 The current bid is $250.00
Bidding ends 1/27/09 at 9:00 pm 

*bids are not automatically updated, and there may be a lag time between bidding and posting to the website.  There may be a higher bid in than is reflected here.

To bid send SF an e-mail stripers@whatifnet.com with your bid.  You will be notified right away if your bid is not the high bid, and what the high bid currently is.  The winning bid can pay by check to SF.  We can also accept credit cards, but it is a manual process for us.

