12/10/2007

Paul Diodati, Director
Division of Marine Fisheries 
251 Causeway Street
Boston, MA 02114   

Dear Mr. Diodati: 

The board of Stripers Forever, on behalf of our membership in Massachusetts, requests that you implement regulations for the 2008 and future seasons that eliminate the practice of yo-yoing and similarly destructive fishing techniques known to be used in the commercial striped bass fishery.  Yo-yoing kills excessive amounts of fish since released or lost fish often contain large amounts of lead, and the swallowed hardware of the yo-yo rig is no doubt fatal to the fish in a relatively short period of time.  We suggest that within the state waters of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts it should be illegal to insert or attach weights or sinkers either into or directly onto either live or dead bait.

Both commercial and recreational striped bass fishing routinely require the release of many undersized striped bass.  The Commonwealth of Massachusetts should only allow fishing techniques that are conducive to overall national conservation efforts of this important species while in our waters.



Stripers Forever is committed to seeing wild striped bass designated as a game fish in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Removing the commercial price tag from this wonderful fish will solve a number of resource management problems including the use of some destructive commercial fishing techniques like yo-yoing, which unfortunately has become an example to novice recreational anglers.  

Sincerely, 

Fred Jennings
Fred Jennings
 Massachusetts State Chairman 

