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2/4/2007 
Howard King,  Director
Maryland Dept of Natural Resources Fisheries Service

580 Taylor Avenue

Annapolis MD  21401

Dear Mr. King
Most striped bass anglers in Maryland know that on January 29, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission mandated a target of 30,000 striped bass for the upcoming Spring recreational ”trophy” fishing season in Maryland – less than half the total number of stripers landed by recreational fishermen in both the 2005 and 2006 Spring seasons.

The directors of Stripers Forever, an internet-based advocacy organization working to achieve game fish status for the wild striped bass on the Atlantic Coast, think the best first step to solving Maryland’s dilemma regarding the spring “trophy” striper fishery is to reduce the current commercial quota of striped bass in Maryland by the expected recreational excess catch in the trophy fishery. 

Why? Because it is financially beneficial for the State of Maryland to do so.  According to a study done by Rob Southwick, a nationally recognized expert on the socio-economics of fish and wildlife, striped bass taken in Maryland are worth 9.7 times more per pound when caught in the recreational fishery than when harvested commercially (see Table E-1 below). 

The difference in value per pound is $230.03 for recreational use compared to $23.79 for commercial poundage. So, for example, if you take 30,000 “trophy” stripers weighing 15 pounds each, the total weight amounts to 450,000 pounds of fish. When multiplied by $216.24 per pound, which is the net economic benefit of recreational versus commercial striped bass fishing, the yield to the State of Maryland is more than $97,000,000 in new financial benefits stemming from converting the commercial quota to recreational use.    

Additional Considerations: 

1. The Southwick Study also shows that 4.9 times as many jobs per pound of fish caught are produced in the recreational sector as in the commercial sector. Transferring those 450,000 pounds to the recreational sector would mean that 1,130 jobs are created, while only 232 jobs would be lost from the commercial sector. This is a net benefit of 898 new jobs for the State of Maryland.

2. Socially, Maryland’s recreational fishery is enjoyed by 390,000 people while the total number of full time equivalent jobs in the state’s commercial striped bass fishery is 1,129, according to the Southwick Study. Perhaps a portion of the economic benefits gained by transferring quota to the recreational fishery could be used to purchase the interests/licenses of willing sellers in the commercial fishery. Those commercial jobs are at risk anyway if current downward trends in the reproduction of young striped bass continue, or if the harmful impacts of mycobacterial infections worsen in the Chesapeake Bay. There will also be no net loss of fish available for human consumption since the fish will either be eaten or released by the recreational fishermen who catch them. This is currently how saltwater game fish like redfish (drum) and snook, as well as virtually all freshwater game fish and wild game species, are managed in the U.S.

3. As the populations of coastal areas continue to grow, the only way to allow continued commercial fishing for high value inshore species such as striped bass will be to deprive recreational fishermen of the opportunity to catch their own fish. That would truly be an injustice. Aquaculture is already growing 60 percent more striped bass than the entire commercial harvest of wild stripers, and these fish are being sold to the public at prices identical to those for wild fish. Unlike the fragile and finite wild fishery, the potential supply of fish from aquaculture is totally elastic. This is the wave of the future.
Table E-1:  Impacts of Recreationally Harvested Striped Bass Compared to Commercially Harvested Striped Bass, Maryland

	
	
	
	Recreational Impacts Are:

	
	Commercial 
	Recreational 
	

	Total:
	
	
	

	Pounds Harvested
	2,193,375
	 2,808,923
	1.28 times greater

	Retail Sales
	$13,251,309
	$338,645,900
	25.5 times greater

	(angler expenditures; seafood retail and restaurants)
	
	
	

	Total Multiplier Effect (or new economic activity)
	$52,180,123
	$646,137,975
	 12.4 times greater

	Jobs
	1,129
	7,037
	 6.23 times greater

	
	
	
	

	Per Pound:
	
	
	

	Retail Sales
	$6.04
	$120.56
	 20.0 times greater

	(angler expenditures; seafood retail and restaurants)
	
	
	

	Total Multiplier Effect (or new economic activity)
	$23.79
	$230.03
	 9.7 times greater

	Jobs
	.000515
	0.00251
	 4.9 times greater


We have enclosed for your review a full copy of the Maryland State Southwick Study. Table E-1 appears on page v and the number of jobs appears in Appendix 1 on page 36.

Sincerely;

Brad Burns for the Board of Stripers Forever 

CC Governor Martin O'Malley, John Griffin Secretary
www.StripersForever.org

P.O. Box 2781

South Portland, ME 04116
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