Today’s date 
My Congressman

Address

Washington D.C. zip

RE: In Support of HR 2625

Dear Congressman/woman:

I am writing to ask you to become a co-sponsor of HR 2625.  This bill seeks to make the wild striped bass a game fish throughout its range on the Atlantic coast, thus ending commercial exploitation, and thereby reserving the species for public fishing.

Each year, more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers fish for striped bass along the Atlantic seaboard from Maine to South Carolina. For these millions of Americans, fishing for striped bass is a quality of life issue as well as a historic a source of food. Furthermore in their pursuit of striped bass, these anglers support an enormous number of allied business including guiding services, tackle manufacturers, marinas, and retail tackle shops, to mention only the most obvious. 

 The great majority of commercial striped bass fishermen are part-timers who sell their catch to pay for their personal fishing expenses. Although these commercial fishermen account for less than one half of one percent of all the citizens who fish for striped bass, they are legally allowed to take more than 30% of the total harvest. That’s outrageous. To make matters worse, it is common knowledge that there is also a large illegal, under-the-table commercial striped bass fishery.

The demands of the commercial operators for a constantly expanding share of the striped bass catch seriously jeopardizes the resource, and has already caused a significant decline in the quality of the fishery.  Meanwhile, size and bag limits more restrictive than for virtually any other fish in the ocean have made it just about impossible for the average recreational angler to ever take home a striped bass for personal consumption.

Together, the legal and illegal commercial harvests of striped bass have allowed a large portion of this public resource to in effect become privatized. That is simply wrong, and it must be stopped. Therefore I urge you to make the wild Atlantic striped bass a federally protected game fish by supporting HR2625.  The striped bass cannot be adequately protected on a state-by-state basis, because these are migratory fish that move up and down the Atlantic Coast every year.

I assure you that game fish status for the striped bass is very important to me and to all the saltwater anglers I know who live in your district.  We look forward to your support on HR 2625.  Please let me know of your decision on this important matter. 

Sincerely,

My name 

Address

Town, State, Zip

